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China Geography Special Group, AAG 
Spring 2018 Newsletter 

中国地理学组通讯 
April, 2018 

Editor: Max D. Woodworth, Department of Geography, The Ohio State University 

Chair’s Letter 
	

Dear	China	Geography	Specialty	Group	Members	and	Friends,		

	

On	behalf	of	this	year’s	CGSG	Executive	Committee	(Xinyue,	

Max,	Zheye	and	Jiang)	and	myself,	it	has	been	a	great	

honor	and	pleasure	to	work	for	the	specialty	group.	We	

have	over	30	panels	on	China	at	this	year’s	AAG	meeting	

in	New	Orleans.	A	big	thank-you	goes	to	the	Organizers,	

Chairs,	and	Presenters.	Our	Specialty	Group	Membership	has	gone	

down	slightly	to	385,	but	our	overall	membership	size	is	pretty	good.	

As	you	plan	your	trip	to	the	upcoming	AAG	meeting	in	New	Orleans	

and	look	forward	to	meeting	new	and	old	friends,	I	would	like	to	give	

you	a	quick,	yet	fairly	detailed	preview	of	some	of	our	exciting	events	

at	this	year’s	meeting.		

	

An	overview:	This	year	the	CGSG	is	sponsoring	31	sessions	at	the	

annual	meeting.	We	are	expecting	hundreds	of	our	members	to	attend	

the	meeting	and	more	to	join	the	specialty	group.	A	growing	number	of	

geographers	from	China	will	fly	across	the	Pacific	Ocean	and	share	

their	latest	research.	Welcome	to	New	Orleans.	The	following	are	some	

highlighted	events	organized	by	your	CGSG	Executive	Committee:		

	

Day	2,	April	11,	Wednesday		
-	CGSG	Keynote	Talk.	5:20pm-7:00pm,	Galerie	6,	Marriott,	2nd	Floor	
This	year	our	Keynote	Talk	will	be	delivered	by	Professor	John	Agnew	

from	the	Department	of	Geography,	UCLA.	Professor	Agnew	will	talk	

about	territorial	politics	in	South	China	Sea.	James	Sidaway	from	the	

Department	of	Geography,	National	University	of	Singapore,	will	be	the	

discussant.	This	Keynote	Talk	aims	to	situate	China	in	international	

political	economy	and	connect	the	CGSG	with	broad	audiences.	

	

Day	2,	April	11,	Wednesday	
-	Career	Development	in	China.	8:00am-9:40am,	Studio	2,	Marriott,	2nd	
Floor	

This	session	attempts	to	provide	a	platform	between	geographical	

institutions	in	China	and	potential	job	applicants.		

Chair 
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Vice Chair 
Xinyue Ye 
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Day	3,	April	12,	Thursday	
-	China	Specialty	Group	Business	Meeting.	11:50am-1:10pm,	Regent,	Marriott,	4th	Floor		
Please	plan	to	be	there.	The	Agenda	is	posted	below	in	this	Newsletter.	We	will	announce	this	year’s	

student	paper	competition	winners	and	outstanding	service	award	winner.	We	will	also	elect	our	

new	secretary.		

	

Day	4,	April	13,	Friday	
-	Writing	and	Publishing	about	China.	3:20pm-5:00pm,	Grand	Ballroom	D,	Sheraton,	5th	Floor		
This	discussion	panel	features	six	editors	from	prestigious	journals	in	order	to	explain	how	to	write	

and	publish	about	China.		

	

I	strongly	believe	that	we	will	have	much	fun	during	the	conference.	Please	take	the	chance	to	

consolidate	friendship	and	make	new	friends.	After	all,	the	AAG	meeting	is	a	magnet	for	all	of	us.		

	

With	best	wishes,	and	looking	forward	to	seeing	many	of	you	in	New	Orleans	

	

Xiaobo		

CGSG	Chair	

 
2018	AAG	Conference	Matters	

		

1.	China	Geography	Specialty	Group	Business	Meeting		
Regent,	Marriott,	4th	Floor,	11:50am-1:10pm,	April	12	

AGENDA		
1)		Welcome			

2)		Approval	of	2017	Business	Meeting	Minutes			

3)		Membership	Report			

4)		Financial	Report			

5)		Report	on	CGSG	Sponsored	Sessions	at	the	2018	AAG	in	New	Orleans			

6)		Report	from	the	Student	Representative			

7)		Student	paper	competition	Awards	and	Outstand	Service	Award				

8)		Election	of	New	Secretary	and	Student	Representative			

9)		Plans	for	AAG	in	Washington,	DC,	April	3-7,	2019	

10)		Any	other	business			
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2018	AAG	Conference	Matters,	cont’d 
	

2.	Annual	Group	Dinner	
This	year,	the	group	dinner	will	be	on	Thursday,	April	12,	from	6:30-8pm	at	the	Golden	Wall	

Restaurant	located	at	914	Canal	St.,	New	Orleans	(tel:	504-523-3217).	A	map	of	the	area	showing	

the	restaurant	is	below.	The	restaurant	is	about	five	blocks	from	the	conference	venue.	The	cost	is	

$27	per	person,	inclusive	of	taxes	and	tips.	Please	register	online	by	April	6	at	this	URL:	

https://www.wjx.top/jq/21497851.aspx.		
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2018 AAG Conference Matters, cont’d 
 

3.	Specialty	Group	Sponsored	Sessions	
 
Tuesday,	4/10/18	

• New	Cultural	Geography	in	China-1,	12:40	PM	/	2:20	PM;	Room:	Balcony	M,	Marriott,	4th	
Floor	

	

• New	Cultural	Geography	in	China-2,	2:40	PM	/	4:20	PM;	Room:	Balcony	M,	Marriott,	4th	
Floor	

	

• Agriculture	and	Food	Systems	in	Contemporary	China,	4:40	PM	/	6:20	PM;	Room:	Mid-
City,	Sheraton,	8th	Floor	

 
 
Wednesday,	4/11/18	

• Career	Development	in	China,	8:00	AM	/	9:40	AM;	Room:	Studio	2,	Marriott,	2nd	Floor	
	

• Peri-Urban	China:	Conducting	and	Coping	with	Fieldwork	Research	Challenges,	8:00	AM	
/	9:40	AM;	Room:	Gallier	B,	Sheraton,	4th	Floor	

	

• Migration,	Well-being	and	Urban	Development	in	China,	10:00	AM	/	11:40	AM;	Room:	
Gallier	B,	Sheraton,	4th	Floor	

	

• Urban	Social	Geographies	of	China,	3:20	PM	/	5:00	PM;	Room:	Zulu,	Sheraton,	8th	Floor	
	

• China	Specialty	Group	Annual	Keynote	Address	"Sovereignty	regimes	in	the	South	
China	Sea",	5:20	PM	/	7:00	PM:	Room:	Galerie	6,	Marriott,	2nd	Floor	

	

• China's	Belt	and	Road	Initiative:	Views	from	the	ground	(I)	-	Mapping	the	BRI:	Textual	
and	discourse	analysis	of	the	new	'Silk	Roads',	1:20	PM	/	3:00	PM;	Room:	Bacchus,	
Marriott,	4th	Floor	

 
 
Thursday,	4/12/18	

• Moving	slums	in	China:	Documentary	and	Discussion,	8:00	AM	/	9:40	AM;	Room:	Zulu,	
Sheraton,	8th	Floor	

	

• China's	Belt	and	Road	Initiative:	Views	from	the	ground	(IV)	-	Political	ecologies:	
Energy,	extraction,	degradation,	8:00	AM	/	9:40	AM;	Room:	Regent,	Marriott,	4th	Floor	

	

• Urban	and	Regional	Development	in	China	I,	10:00	AM	/	11:40	AM;	Room:	Galerie	4,	
Marriott,	2nd	Floor	

	

• China's	Belt	and	Road	Initiative:	Views	from	the	ground	(v)	-	Scope	and	scale:	How	(or	
if)	Pacific	Islands,	Africa	and	Latin	America	fit	within	the	BRI,	10:00	AM	/	11:40	AM;	
Room:	Regent,	Marriott,	4th	Floor	
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2018 AAG Conference Matters, cont’d 
 

• China	Specialty	Group	Business	Meeting,	11:50	AM	/	1:10	PM;	Room:	Regent,	Marriott,	4th	
Floor	

	

• China's	Belt	and	Road	Initiative	(VI):	Local	experiences	and	international	implications	
of	China's	'global	integration',	1:20	PM	/	3:00	PM;	Room:	Regent,	Marriott,	4th	Floor	

	

• Urban	and	Regional	Development	in	China	II,	1:20	PM	/	3:00	PM;	Room:	Galerie	4,	
Marriott,	2nd	Floor	

	

• Urban	and	Regional	Development	in	China	III,	3:20	PM	/	5:00	PM;	Room:	Galerie	4,	
Marriott,	2nd	Floor	

	

• Urban	and	Regional	Development	in	China	IV,	5:20	PM	/	7:00	PM;	Room:	Galerie	4,	
Marriott,	2nd	Floor	

	

• Contemporary	Migration	in	China:	Reciprocity,	Circularity,	Return,	and	the	Migrant	
Household,	5:20	PM	/	7:00	PM;	Room:	Regent,	Marriott,	4th	Floor	

 
 
Friday,	4/13/18	

• Urban	and	Regional	Development	in	China	V,	8:00	AM	/	9:40	AM;	Room:	Balcony	N,	
Marriott,	4th	Floor	

	

• Urban	and	Regional	Development	in	China	VI,	10:00	AM	/	11:40	AM;	Room:	Balcony	N,	
Marriott,	4th	Floor	

	

• Urban	and	Regional	Development	in	China	VII,	1:20	PM	/	3:00	PM;	Room:	Balcony	N,	
Marriott,	4th	Floor	

	

• Chinese	Outward	Foreign	Direct	Investment	(FDI)	Trends	and	Challenges:	
Development,	Employment,	and	Innvoation,	1:20	PM	/	3:00	PM;	Room:	Bacchus,	Marriott,	
4th	Floor	

	

• Teaching	the	Geography	of	China,	1:20	PM	/	3:00	PM;	Room:	Studio	5,	Marriott,	2nd	Floor	
	

• Entrepreneurial	Urbanism	2.0:	Local	and	Comparative	Perspectives,	3:20	PM	/	5:00	PM;	
Room:	Bacchus,	Marriott,	4th	Floor	

	

• Writing	and	Publishing	about	China,	3:20	PM	/	5:00	PM;	Room:	Grand	Ballroom	D,	
Sheraton,	5th	Floor	

	

• Area	Development	and	Policy,	5:20	PM	/	7:00	PM;	Room:	Grand	Ballroom	E,	Sheraton,	5th	
Floor 
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2018 AAG Conference Matters, cont’d 

 
Saturday,	4/14/18	

• Sustainable	Urbanization	-	Challenges	and	Opportunities	(I):	Urban	Mapping,	
8:00	AM	/	9:40	AM;	Room:	Studio	2,	Marriott,	2nd	Floor	

	

• Sustainable	Urbanization	-	Challenges	and	Opportunities	(II):	Urban	
Environment,	10:00	AM	/	11:40	AM;	Room:	Studio	2,	Marriott,	2nd	Floor	

	

• Sustainable	Urbanization	-	Challenges	and	Opportunities	(III):	Urban	
Ecosystem		2:00	PM	/	3:40	PM;	Room:	Studio	2,	Marriott,	2nd	Floor	

	

• Sustainable	Urbanization	-	Challenges	and	Opportunities	(IV):	Urban	Planning,	
4:00	PM	/	5:40	PM;	Room:	Studio	2,	Marriott,	2nd	Floor	

	

	
 

Chinese	border	checkpoint	in	Ruili,	Yunnan	Province.	Photo:	Xiaobo	Su	
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Announcements 
 

1.	Conference	call	for	papers	

The	Urban	China	Research	Network	(UCRN)	is	organizing	its	2018	Annual	Conference	titled	"Urban	

China	Studies	in	a	New	Era",	June	23-25,	2018	,	with	School	of	Urban	Design	at	Wuhan	

University.			See	more	information	at	http://urban.whu.edu.cn/ucrn/.		In	addition	to	the	traditional	

panels	for	graduate	students,	there	are	regular	sessions	for	scholars	and	students.		

2.	Symposium	

Youqin	Huang	(SUNY	Albany),	Shenjin	He	(University	of	Hong	Kong)	and	Li	Gan	(Texas	A&	M	and	

Southwestern	University	of	Economics	and	Finance)	are	organizing	a	symposium	titled	“	A	Decent	

Home	for	All:	International	Symposium	on	Housing	in	China”	�7(� ���#�A1<�,	
July	5-7,	2018,	at	Southwestern	University	of	Economics	and	Finance		in	Chengdu.		Papers	utilizing	

China	Household	Finance	Survey	(CHFS)	data	to	study	housing	in	China	have	been	selected	from	

numerous	submissions	to		be	presented	at	the	symposium.		Two	journal	Special	Issues	are	proposed	

to	publish	papers.		

3.	Conference	call	for	papers	

The	Regional	Studies	Association	will	be	holding	Global	Conference	in	China	2018	in	Beijing	June	29	

–	July	1	at	Peking	University.	The	theme	this	year	is	“Regional	Governance,	Industrial	Restructuring	

and	Sustainable	Development.”	The	deadline	for	abstract	submission	has	been	extended	to	April	11.	

For	information	and	to	submit	an	abstract,	see:	

http://www.regionalstudies.org/conferences/conference/rsa-china-2018	

4.	Conference	call	for	papers	

The	6th	International	Conference	of	the	BRICS	Initiative	for	Critical	Agrarian	Studies	(BICAS)	

Development	and	Agrarian	Transformations:	BRICS,	Competition	and	Cooperation	in	the	Global	

South,	University	of	Brasilia	(UnB),	Brazil,	12-	14	November	2018.	Abstracts	and	panel	proposals	

must	be	submitted	by	14	May	2018.	Evaluation/selection	of	abstracts	and	panel	proposals	by	30	

June	2018.	Please	submit	abstracts	and	panel	proposals	to	the	BICAS	Secretariat	at	

bricsagrarianstudies@gmail.com	with	“abstract	submission”	as	the	subject	line.	

5.	Symposium	

The	1st	International	Symposium	on	Life-course	Epidemiology	and	Spatial	Science	(ISLES)	will	be	

held	July	2018	in	Leiden,	Netherlands.	Applicants	should	go	to:	

http://www.lorentzcenter.nl/lc/web/2018/997/info.php3?wsid=997&venue=Oort.	Questions	can	

be	addressed	to	Dr.	Peng	Jia	(p.jia@utwente.nl)	
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Member News 
	

Patrik	Andersson	(Aalborg	University)	has	begun	a	PhD	project	with	the	working	title:	“Chinese	
Arctic	Mineral	Interests:	Investigating	Institutional	and	Political	Reach.”	The	project	aims	to	identify,	

describe,	and	analyze	China’s	geological	and	geopolitical	priorities	towards	the	Arctic	mineral	sector;	

the	processes	by	which	these	priorities	are	formed;	and	how	the	diverse	and	sometimes	competing	

priorities	of	different	actors	and	institutions	affect	Chinese	investments	and	activities	in	the	Arctic	

mineral	sector.	The	project	is	a	collaboration	between	the	Department	of	Culture	and	Global	Studies	

at	Aalborg	University	and	the	Center	for	Minerals	and	Materials	at	the	Geological	Survey	of	Denmark	

and	Greenland.	The	project	is	supported	by	Innovation	Fund	Denmark	and	will	run	2018-2020.		

	
Werner	Breitung	has	been	based	at	the	David	Lam	Institute	for	East-West	Studies	at	Hong	Kong	
Baptist	University	since	mid-2016	to	work	on	gated	communities	in	Guangzhou	and	on	sense	of	place	

in	Hong	Kong	and	Shenzhen.	

	

Kam	Wing	Chan	(University	of	Washington)	was	a	keynote	speaker	at	the	5th	Young	Scholars’	
Conference	on	China	Studies	held	on	Dec	18-19	at	Hong	Kong	Baptist	University.		Prior	to	the	Hong	

Kong’s	visit,	he	also	spoke	at	National	Taiwan	University,	Chinese	Cultural	University,	and	Changhua	

Normal	University	under	the	sponsorship	of	Taiwan’s	Ministry	of	Science	and	Technology.		Activities	

about	his	public	scholarship	are	at	http://faculty.washington.edu/kwchan/	

	

Cindy	Fan	(UCLA)	recently	organized	and	spoke	at	a	session	at	the	Association	of	International	
Education	Administrators	Annual	Conference.	She	also	attended	a	conference	in	Amsterdam	on	

diversity	research	that	was	organized	by	UCLA,	Vrije	Universiteit	Amsterdam	and	the	University	of	

Free	State	in	South	Africa.	She	has	a	forthcoming	chapter	on	“Gender	Inequity	in	American	Higher	

Education”	and	another	chapter	on	“Population,	Mobility	and	Migration”	in	the	SAGE	Handbook	of	
Contemporary	China.	As	Vice	Provost	for	International	Studies	and	Global	Engagement,	she	has	led	
UCLA	Chancellor’s	trips	to	Beijing,	Hangzhou,	Taipei	and	Shanghai,	culminating	into	a	Pac-12	men’s	

basketball	China	game.	She	will	soon	lead	two	trips	to	nine	cities	in	East	Asia	and	Southeast	Asia.	

	

Wei	Li	(Arizona	State	University)	has	been	awarded	a	U.S.	National	Science	Foundation	grant	for	the	
period	2017-2020.	The	project	is	titled	“Intellectual	Migration:	the	Changing	US-China	Dynamics”	

(Wei	Li,	P.I.),	$149,999.	

	

Tim	Oakes	(University	of	Colorado)	was	awarded	a	3-year	grant	from	the	Henry	Luce	Foundation	for	
the	project	“China	Made:	Asian	infrastructures	and	the	‘China	Model’	of	development.”		Emily	Yeh	is	

also	involved	in	the	project.	A	basic	summary	can	be	found	

here:	https://www.colorado.edu/cas/2017/12/13/center-asian-studies-awarded-luce-foundation-

grant.		A	longer	story	about	the	project	can	be	found	

here:	https://www.colorado.edu/asmagazine/2018/02/14/cu-boulder-scholars-lead-effort-

analyzing-chinas-huge-infrastructure-push.			

	

Stanley	Toops	(Miami	University):	presented	a	paper	titled	"Trade	and	Linkage	on	the	New	Silk	
Road"	at	the	Central	Eurasian	Studies	Society	conference	in	Seattle	in	Fall	2017.	Stanley	will	have	

leave	Fall	2018	and	plans	to	go	to	Japan,	probably	Kansai	Gaidai.	Tips	about	teaching	in	Japan	are	

welcome	(contact	Stanley	by	email	or	in	person	in	New	Orleans).	Summer	2019,	Stanley	will	be	co-

Investigator	on	a	NASA	grant	titled	“Land-cover/land-use	change	in	southern	Vietnam	through	the	

lenses	of	conflict,	religion,	and	politics,	1980s	to	present”	and	will	be	going	to	Vietnam	for	fieldwork.		
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Member News, cont’d 
 

Yehua	Dennis	Wei	(University	of	Utah)	has	been	serving	as	associate	editor	of	Applied	
Geography	(AG),	which	received	more	than	1,000	submissions	in	2017.	He	welcomes	China	
geographers	to	send	their	best	papers	to	AG,	although	the	acceptance	is	quite	low.	His	special	issue	

titled	Urban	Expansion,	Sprawl	and	Inequality	will	soon	be	published	by	Landscape	and	Urban	
Planning.	
	

Jessica	Wilczak	(University	of	Lausanne)	has	started	a	three-year	contract	as	a	Senior	Researcher	
at	the	University	of	Lausanne	in	Switzerland.	She	recently	attended	a	workshop	in	Denmark	

sponsored	by	the	Danish	Social	Science	Research	Council	titled	"Urbanizing	Rural	China:	Challenges	

of	Rural	Governance".	Attendees	are	seeking	to	establish	a	Europe-based	research	network	of	

scholars	working	on	topics	related	to	modernization	projects	in	rural	China.	Interested	researchers	

can	contact	Jesper	Zeuthen	at	zeuthen@cgs.aau.dk.	Jessica	began	a	year	of	ethnographic	fieldwork	

in	Chengdu	in	March	as	part	of	a	larger	Swiss	National	Science	Foundation	funded	project,	“Public	

Goods	in	Urbanizing	China.”	Jessica	has	a	paper	forthcoming	in	the	Asian	and	Pacific	Migration	
Journal	entitled	“Clean,	safe,	and	orderly:	migrants,	race,	and	city	image	in	global	Guangzhou.”	
	

	

	

	

 
 

	

East	Ujimqin	China-Mongolia	borderland,	Inner	Mongolia	Autonomous	Region.	

Photo:	Max	D.	Woodworth	
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Member Publications 
 
Breitung,	W.	and	Lu,	J.	2017.	“Suzhou’s	water	grid	as	urban	heritage	and	tourism	resource	-	an	

urban	morphology	approach	to	a	Chinese	city.”	Journal	of	Heritage	Tourism	12(3):	251-
266.	

	
Buckingham,	W.	and	Chan,	K.	W.	2018.	“One	City,	Two	Systems:	Chengzhongcun	in	China’s	Urban	

System,”	Journal	of	Contemporary	China,	online	preview	at:	
https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2018.1433576)	

	
Chan,	K.	W.	(forthcoming),	“China’s	Hukou	System	at	60:	Continuity	and	Reform,”	in	Ray	Yep,	Jun	

Wang,	and	Thomas	Johnson	(eds.)		Edward	Elgar	Handbook	on	Urban	Development	in	
China,	Edward	Elgar.	

	
Chan,	K.	W.	2018.	“The	Emerging	Transformation	of	China’s	Economic	Geography,”	in	Gordon	

Clark,	Maryann	P.	Feldman,	Meric	Gertler,	and		Dariusz	Wójcik	(eds.),	New	Oxford	
Handbook	of	Economic	Geography,	Oxford	University	Press,	Chapter	4.	

	

Chang,	I.	C.	2017.	“Failure	Matters:	Reassembling	Eco-Urbanism	in	a	Globalizing	China,”	
Environment	and	Planning	A	49(8):	1719-1742.	

	
Chang,	I.	C.	2017.	“Let’s	Focus	on	Connections:	Reading	Chinese	Eco-Cities	from	a	Relational,	Multi-

Scalar	Perspective,”	in	Federico	Caprotti	and	Li	Yu	(eds.)	Sustainable	Cities	in	Asia,	pp.	60-
74,	London:	Routledge.	

	
Chen,	G.	2018.	“The	Increasing	Visibility	of	Inequality	in	Urban	China.”	China-US	Focus,	Jan.	18.	

(https://www.chinausfocus.com/political-social-development/the-increasing-visibility-

of-inequality-in-urban-china)	

	

Chen,	H.-H.	and	Hung,	P.-Y.	2018.	“Performing	Frontier	as	Home:	Yuanshengtai	Performance	and	
the	Representational	Politics	of	Homeland	in	Southwest	China.”	Space	and	Culture.	(DOI:	
10.1177/1206331217751779	
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Our Website and Listserv 
The	specialty	group	now	has	a	new	website	(http://cgsg.geo.msu.edu/)		

Please	consider	subscribing	to	the	CGSG	mailing	list:	http://listserv.uleth.ca/mailman/listinfo/cgsg-l.			

AAG	Knowledge	Communities	–	China:	

http://community.aag.org/AAG/Communities/ViewCommunities/GroupDetails/?CommunityKey=41360c

c8-d0dc-4e17-9dd2-df94bc859fd2		
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