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Dear China Geography Specialty Group Members, 

I hope this message finds you in good spirits.  Firstly, I 
would like to extend our collective gratitude to our out-
going Chair, Jun Zhang, for his unwavering commitment 
and invaluable contributions during his tenure on the CGSG 
board.  His efforts, especially in organizing the China Spe-
cialty Group Plenary Session with Professor Jessie P. H. 
Poon, have been commendable.  It is an honor to step into 
the role of Chair for the upcoming year and continue to 
build upon the solid foundation laid by our predecessors. 

We are also thrilled to welcome Tyler Harlan as our new In-
terim Secretary and Ruilin Yang as the new Student Repre-
sentative, joining the Executive Team.  Their experience 
and dedication will undoubtedly bring valuable insights and 
fresh perspectives to our group. 
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A round of applause for our student award winners from the recent business meeting.   
Congratulations to Xiaoling Chen from the University of Colorado Boulder and Yiou 
Zhang from UCLA and for receiving the 2023 AAG CGSG Best Student Paper Award 
and Student Paper Travel Award, respectively.  Their work adds immense value to our 
field, and we look forward to their future endeavors. 

We are also excited to acknowledge the commendable service of Professor Tim Oakes 
from the University of Colorado Boulder, recognized with the Outstanding Service 
Award.  His contributions to the Center for Asian Studies and the 'China Made' project 
have significantly enriched our collective knowledge and research. 

Regarding our membership, we are 154 members strong as of March 12, 2023, with a 
diverse geographical distribution, including members from the United States, Mainland 
China, Hong Kong, Canada, the United Kingdom, and India.  We are aggressively trying 
to expand our network, reach and membership around the world.  Your continuous 
support and engagement are pivotal to the group’s success and advancement. 

We are excited to share that our Group’s website, http://cgsg.geo.msu.edu/AAG-CGSG/
Home.html, has been recently updated by Guo Chen and team and is diligently main-
tained by May Yang.  Our sincere thanks to them for ensuring our platform remains up-
to-date and informative.  Make sure to check it out! 

As we look towards the AAG in Honolulu, Hawaii, from April 16-20, 2024, Vice-Chair 
Ding Fei will be coordinating the Sessions sponsored by our Group.  Kindly forward 
your proposed Call for Sessions to Dr. Fei to secure our Study Group sponsorship.  This 
will enable you to promote the proposed Session on our website and through our China 
Geography Listserve (cgsg-l@uleth.ca). 

We are pleased to announce that Dr. Emily Ho from the National University of Singa-
pore will grace us with a plenary lecture.  Efforts are underway to secure funds from the 
AAG Specialty Group Keynote Fund to facilitate her participation at AAG. 

Our funds currently stand at $1,187.  These funds will be relied on to continue to sup-
port our student paper awards.   Specifically, we will be conferring Student Awards at 
the AAG 2024 Hawaii meeting.  Further details will be shared below in the Newsletter. 

Thank you all for your unwavering support and contributions to the China Geography 
Specialty Group.  Let’s continue to foster a collaborative and supportive environment 
as we delve into another promising year of research, exploration, and growth. 

Warm regards, 

Anthony 

http://cgsg.geo.msu.edu/AAG-CGSG/Home.html
http://cgsg.geo.msu.edu/AAG-CGSG/Home.html
mailto:cgsg-l@uleth.ca


3 

 

  

Congratulations to CGSG Award Winners 

2023 CGSG Outstanding Service Award 

CGSG is very pleased to announce Professor Tim Oakes as the 

recipient of the CGSG Outstanding Service Award during the 2023 

Annual AAG Meeting. 

Prof. Oakes is Professor of Geography and former Director of the 

Center for Asian Studies at the University of Colorado at Boulder. 

He is also Project Director of the China Made Project, funded by 

the Henry Luce Foundation.  

Professor Oakes’  globally-recognized scholarship has significantly 

advanced our understanding of ongoing social and cultural trans-

formation in contemporary China. Moreover, his longstanding ser-

vice to geography and China studies (including as CGSG chair from 

2013-14) has strengthened the geographical study of China and 

built CGSG into an organization with a broader reach. 

Thank you, Tim! 

2023 CGSG Annual Student Paper Awards 

CGSG Best Student Paper 

The Best Student Paper Award went to Xiaoling Chen, University of Colorado Boulder, for 

the paper entitled “The Venue Code: Digital Surveillance, Spatial (Re)organization, and 

Infrastructural Power during the Covid Pandemic in China.” 

CGSG Student Paper Runner-up and Travel Award 

The CGSG Student Travel Award went to Yiou Zhang, UCLA, for the paper entitled “The 

Geography, Scaling and Diffusion of Recombinant Knowledge across Chinese Cities, 1991-

2015.” The Student Travel Award is offered to the runner-up in the paper competition. 

A hearty congratulations to the student award winners!  

https://chinamadeproject.net/
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CGSG Student Paper Awards for AAG 2024 

The China Geography Specialty Group sponsors an annual award to recognize excel-

lent student research and paper presentations in a CGSG-sponsored session, including 

at the next annual AAG conference in Honolulu, Hawai’i from April 16-20, 2024.  

Eligibility:  

Student members of the CGSG at all academic levels (undergraduates or graduate 

students) are qualified. The student must be the sole author and presenter of the pa-

per. Multiple submission to more than one specialty groups for Student Paper Award 

is NOT allowed. Papers being considered by other AAG Specialty Group for student 

Paper Award are not qualified for the CGSG Student Paper Award. Participants must 

have submitted the abstract and appropriate program participation fee to the AAG for 

participation at the AAG Annual Meeting in Honolulu, April 16-20, 2024.  

Award:  

A $250 prize will be awarded for the best paper, in addition to an award certificate and 

prepaid lunch at the AAG Awards Banquet. Two Travel Awards of $100 each will go to 

the First and Second Runner-up. A committee of faculty from the China Geography 

Specialty Group will evaluate the papers. Evaluation criteria for the award include the 

originality of the research, the soundness and creativity of the research design and 

methodology; the validity of conclusions; and quality of the presentation. The award 

will be announced at the Business Meeting of the China Geography Specialty Group in 

Honolulu in April 2024, and published in the CGSG and AAG newsletters.  

Guidelines for Submission:  

To be considered for the competition, authors should e-mail a copy of the paper's title 

and abstract to the CGSG Chair by February 1st, 2024. Please include author's name, 

academic level (undergraduate, master's or doctoral), academic institution, depart-

ment or program, current address, phone number, and EMAIL. An electronic version 

of the paper, in Word format, must reach the Chair no later than March 1st, 2024.  

Please send your submission and questions to the CGSG chair at:                                                              

anthony.howell@asu.edu. 
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The annual meeting of AAG will be held in Honolulu from April 16-20, 2024.  CGSG en-

thusiastically invites your sponsorship requests for relevant sessions. Sessions may be 

virtual, in-person, or a hybrid combination of the two. Sponsored sessions will be pro-

moted and listed in a daily CGSG mail-out during the conference, and will help to build 

interest and community within the CGSG and beyond.  

Key Dates for AAG 2024  

• November 16: Abstract Submission deadline  

• December 14: Session Organizing deadline  

• January 18: Program Released  

• February 29: Abstract/Session Editing and Presentation Conversion deadlines 

• March 14: Program Finalized  

• April 16-20: Annual Meeting  

If you're interested in CGSG sponsoring your session, please email Ding Fei: 

df423@cornell.edu or Anthony Howell: anthony.howell@asu.edu before the Dec. 14 

2023 deadline for organized sessions. Once we've been in touch to confirm sponsorship, 

you'll need to select CGSG from the appropriate drop-down menu when you register your 

session with the AAG.  

Please feel free to reach out with any questions!  

Virtual Learning Series for AAG 2024 

At the annual meeting in Honolulu the AAG will pilot a new approach that connects the 

conference more strongly to the place where it is held. To do that respectfully and well, 

we need to learn more about Hawaiʻi before we go. Between July and March, the AAG 

will be hosting a virtual learning series featuring Hawaiian speakers and perspectives on 

a broad range of environmental, political, and historical topics including Indigenous eco-

logical knowledge and sovereignty.  

For more information, please visit the dedicated page on the conference website here. 

AAG 2024 Session Sponsorship 

  

https://www.aag.org/events/preparing-for-the-honolulu-2024-annual-meeting/
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Member News 

Kam Wing Chan (University of Washington, Seattle)  

resumed in-person academic travels in September after 
a four-year hiatus. He visited King’s College in London, 
and gave a talk on China’s hukou reform at Prince-
ton.  He has also penned several public posts on Weix-
in on that subject (refer to his website here).  Most im-
portant of all, his Chinese book on China’s urbanization 
and hukou system, after many years of hard work, was 
finally published this summer. Five other recent / forth-
coming publications are listed in Member Publications. 

Yue Gong (Wuhan University) published articles in 

Cities and Population, Space and Place, and a book re-

view in the Journal of Urban Affairs. 

Cindy Fan (UCLA) published a book chapter “Split 

Households and Migration in the Global South: Gender 
and Intergenerational Perspectives” and two book re-
views. She was interviewed by Chengdu Radio & Televi-
sion and by Nikkei Asia, and she gave presentations or 
commentaries in Warsaw, Changsha (virtual), Singa-
pore, Boston and Denver. She is one of the five leads of 
UCLA’s Strategic Plan. 

Ding Fei (Cornell University) published articles in the 

Journal of International Development, Eurasian Geogra-
phy & Economics, and the Journal of Contemporary Chi-
na. 

https://faculty.washington.edu/kwchan/


7 

 

  

 

Member News 

Anthony Howell (Arizona State University) was ap-

pointed co-director of the Center for Technology, Data, 

and Society, commencing in Fall 2023.  He received 

funding from ASU Institute of Social Science to develop 

an AI-interviewer built on ChatGPT to collect qualita-

tive interview data at scale, piloted on microentrepre-

neurs participating virtually in business incubators.   

Tyler Harlan (Loyola Marymount University) was pro-

moted to associate professor in June. He also received the 
Loyola Marymount Univ. Ascending Scholar Award, Out-
standing Advisor Award, and Global Engagement Vision 
Award. From 2023-24, he is a visiting research fellow with 
the Centre for Contemporary Chinese Studies at The Univ. 
of Melbourne. 

Youqin Huang (University at Albany)  published articles 

in the Journal of Happiness Studies, Applied Geography, the 
Journal of Exposure Science and Environmental Epidemiolo-
gy, and IJURR. 

Ron Knapp (SUNY New Paltz) published a 500+ page 

book in September 2023 with Terry E. Miller as co-

author titled Theodore Burr and the Bridging of Early 

America: The Man, Fellow Bridge Builders, and Their For-

gotten Bridges. Prof. Knapp has researched China’s so-

cial and cultural geography since 1965, rarely missing a 

year of fieldwork, with his last visit in Fall 2019 to 

launch his co-authored book China's Covered Bridges: 

Architecture over Water. 
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Member News 

Kean Fan Lim (Newcastle University) commenced his 

appointment as Editor of Antipode in May 2023. He also 
published articles in Environment and Planning A and 
IJURR. The latter paper drew on historical materials col-
lected during Prof. Lim’s PhD 10 years ago—a good re-
minder to not let data go to waste! 

Wang Kun (Guangzhou Institute of Geography) re-

ceived a 300k RMB grant from the National Natural Sci-

ence Foundation of China. His co-authored article on 

“Global Destruction Networks” received the prestigious 

Ashby Prize from Environment and Planning A for the 

most innovative paper of 2022—the first time the prize 

was awarded to scholars from mainland China and 

Hong Kong. He was also listed as one of six outstanding 

junior scholars by the Urban China Research Network. 

Xiaoping Shen (Central Connecticut State Universi-

ty) served as the Founding Coordinator of the Asian 
American and Pacific Islander Studies minor program 
and the Committee of the Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Studies at Central Connecticut State Universi-
ty from 2021 to 2023. Prof. Shen also co-authored a 
book with Springer Nature and an article with Annals of 
the AAG in 2022. 

Tim Oakes (University of Colorado, Boulder) led the 

publication of a special section of China Made project 
articles in The China Quarterly (v. 255) on “Chinese Infra-
structure: techno-politics, materialities, legacies," with 
contributions from several CGSG members.  With sup-
port from the CU Boulder Center for Asian Studies, he 
also convened a third workshop in the “Tale of Two 
Asias” project on “living in and beyond the nuclear age 
in Asia” on October 27th.  



9 

 

  

 

Member News 

Yehua Dennis Wei (University of Utah) published arti-

cles in the Journal of Urban Planning and Development, Pro-
fessional Geographer, Geographical Review, Travel Behav-
iour and Society, and Humanities and Social Sciences Com-
munications.  

Max Woodworth (Ohio State University) has recently 

begun a three-year NSF Research Coordination Network 
grant titled “Coordinating Global Coal Transition Research” 
with his portion focused on coal issues in China. The grant 
will last through 2025. 

Congratulations to all CGSG members for their accomplishments over the 

past year! 
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 Chan, K.W. 2022. A China Geographer’s View of the World’s Largest Cities. In 
Macijauskas, J. (Ed.), Our Geographical Worlds, University of Toronto Association of 
Geography Alumni, pp.122-127. 

 Chan, K.W. 2023. Rural-urban Dichotomy and Citizenships in China. In Garcia, M. and 
Faist, T. (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Citizenship Studies, Edward Elgar (in press). 

 陈金永,2023.《大国城民：城镇化及户籍改革》,北京大学出版社.(Chan, K.W. 

2023. Becoming Urban Citizens: Urbanization and China’s Hukou Reform), Beijing Univer-
sity Press.  (See an introductory review here.) 

 Cui, C., Yu, S. and Huang, Y., 2023.  His House, Her House? Gender inequality and 
Homeownership among Married Couples in Urban China. Cities: The International Jour-
nal of Urban Policy and Planning 134: 104187.  

 Fan, C. 2023. Split Households and Migration in the Global South: Gender and Inter-
generational Perspectives. In Waters, J. and Yeoh, B. (Eds.), Handbook on Migration and 
the Family, Edward Elgar. 

 Fei, D. 2023. China-Africa Skills Transfer through Overseas Economic and Trade Coop-
eration Zones. Journal of International Development. Published online.  

 Fei, D., Agbebi, M., and Zhang, S. 2023. Unpacking the Competitive Relations among 
Chinese Business Actors in Africa. Eurasian Geography & Economics. Published online.  

 Fei, D. 2023. Internationalizing China Standards through Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity: An Exploratory Study of Chinese State-owned Enterprises in Africa. Journal of Con-
temporary China. Published online.  

 Gong, Y., Li, B., Tong, D., Que, J., & Peng, H. 2023. Planner-led Collaborative Govern-
ance and the Urban Form of Urban Villages in Redevelopment: The Case of Yangji Vil-
lage in Guangzhou, China. Cities 142, 104521.  

 Gong, Y., Sun, Li, and Xuan L. 2023. Social Networks and Drivers of Highly Skilled Mi-
gration: The Case of Shenzhen City in China. Population, Space and Place 29, e2683.  

 Gong, Y. 2023. Book Review of China Urbanizing: Impacts and Transitions, by Weiping 
Wu and Qin Gao (Eds.). Journal of Urban Affairs.  

 Harlan, T., and Lu, J. 2023.The Cooperation-Infrastructure nexus: Translating the Chi-
na Model in Southeast Asia. Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography (accepted). 

 Hennig, T., Harlan, T., Tilt, B., and Magee, D. 2023. Hydropower Development in 
South Asia: Data Challenges, New Approaches, and Implications for Decision-Making. 
WIREs Water 10(4): e1654. 

Members’ Recent/Forthcoming Publications 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA3ODA2NTM3NA==&mid=2667884587&idx=2&sn=acee9190b67fc091b62d3e0a69e5b802&chksm=85b86b9ab2cfe28ce4a80f97870f3b5e28ebf21b42114531c43e3ec9b709b3748daf56e74ee8&mpshare=1&srcid=0624FeszbvXl6WDhaF2Pw1Qz&sharer_sharetime=16875739843
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Members’ Recent/Forthcoming Publications 

 Howell, A. 2023. Spatio-ethnic Household Carbon Footprints in China and the Social 
Equity Implications of Climate Mitigation Policy. Annals of the American Association of 
Geographers (R&R). 

 Howell, A., Li, R.G., Bagchi-Sen, S., and Lobo, J. 2022. Disentangling Agglomeration 
from Sorting and Selection Processes with Policy Distortions in China. Regional Stud-
ies (R&R).  

 Howell, A., Mughan, S., and Singla, A. 2023. Impact of an Anti-Foreign Stamp Duty on 
Local Housing Market Outcomes in New South Wales. Journal of Economic Geogra-
phy (R&R). 

 Howell, A. 2023. Road Stimulus Investments, Cost-sharing and the Uneven Path to 
Economic Recovery. Journal of Development Economics (R&R). 

 Howell, A. 2022. A Guaranteed Minimum Income, Ethnicity and Household Energy 
Poverty in China: Implications for the Environment. Ecological Economics (R&R). 

 Huang, Y., Li, Y., and Clark, W.A.V. 2023.  Family Connections and Subjective Wellbe-
ing in Transitional China. Journal of Happiness Studies (accepted). 

 Huang, Y., Yi, D. and Clark, W.A.V. 2023. Subjective Wellbeing in 21st Century China: 
A Multi-level Multi-dimensional Perspective on Urban-rural Disparities.  Applied Geog-
raphy 159, Oct. 103071.  

 Knapp, R.G. and Miller, T.E. 2023. Theodore Burr and the Bridging of Early America: The 
Man, Fellow Bridge Builders, and Their Forgotten Bridges, Sponsored by the National 
Society for the Preservation of Covered Bridges. 

 Li, Y., Huang, Y., Li, R. and Zhang, K. 2023. Historical Redlining and Park Use during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic in Three U.S. Cities: Evidence from Big Mobility Data. Journal 
of Exposure Science and Environmental Epidemiology. Published online.  

 Lim, K.F. 2023. Peasant Mobilization, the ‘Land Question’ and Spatial Egalitarianism in 
an Urbanizing China: A Genealogical Assessment and a New Research Agenda. Inter-
national Journal of Urban and Regional Research. Published online.  

 Lim, K.F. 2023. The Geographical Preconditions of Radical Price Reforms in Post-Mao 
China: Critical Reflections on How China Escaped Shock Therapy. Environment and Plan-
ning A. Published online.  

 Qin, X., Wei, Y.D., Wu, Y., and Huang, X. 2023. Regional Development and Inequality 
within City Regions: A Study of the Yangtze River Delta, China. Geographical Review 
113(3): 359-385. 



12 

 

  

Members’ Recent/Forthcoming Publications 

 任远，陈金永. 2022.  21世纪以来我国留守儿童和流动儿童的基本状况.《复旦发

展与政策评论》第16期，第3-34页. 

 Shen, X., Zhou, S., and Zhang, X. 2022. Services for Aging Persons in China: Spatial Vari-
ations in Supply and Demand, Springer Nature.  

 Shen, X.,, Wang, L., Zhang, X., Liu, J., Wang, L., and Zhu, L. 2022. Analysis of Forty 
Years of Geographic Disparity in Liver Cancer Mortality and the Influence of Risk Fac-
tors. Annals of American Association of Geographers. 112(2): 563-580. 

 Wang, K., Qian, J., and He, S. 2023. Understanding Urban Environments as Produced 
through Multiscalar Dispositifs: Governing the Cyborg Urbanization and Urban Metab-
olism of China’s E-waste Cities. In Zhang, F. and Wu, F. (Eds.), Handbook on China’s Ur-
ban Environmental Governance, Edward Elgar. 

 Wang, K., Qian, J., and He, S. 2023. From Campaign-style Governance to Multiple En-
vironmentalities: Urban Political Ecologies of E-waste Regulation in Guiyu, China. Ur-
ban Geography 44(7), 1345-1368. 

 Wei, Y.D., Wu, Y., Xiao, W., and Wu, X. 2023. Preferences and Barriers of Vulnerable 
Urban Populations in Affordable Housing in Urban China. Journal of Urban Planning 
and Development 149(4): 05023030. 

 Xiao, W. and Wei, Y.D. 2023. Skills Mismatch, Jobs-housing Relationship and Urban 
Commuting. Travel Behaviour and Society 33: 100610. 

 Yang, X, and Chan, K.W. Forever Young: China’s Migration Regime and Age 
Patterns. Eurasian Geography and Economics (forthcoming). 

 Yuan, F., Wei, Y.D., and Xiao, W. 2023. Urban Space, Mixed Land Use, and Residential 
Land Prices: A Case Study of Nanjing, China. Professional Geographer 75(3): 481-493. 

 Yuan, F., Wei, Y.D., and Xiao, W. 2023. Heterogeneous Mechanisms of Urban Land 
Price in China: A Perspective of Natural and Strategic Land Supply. Humanities and So-
cial Sciences Communications 10: 163. 
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Members’ Recent/Forthcoming Publications 

Articles in the Special Section of The China Quarterly       
V. 255 (September 2023) 

Chinese Infrastructure: Techno-Politics, Materialities, 
Legacies 

 Rippa, A., and Oakes, T. Infrastructural Thinking in 
China: A Research Agenda. The China Quarterly 255: 
547-559.  

 Liebman, A. 2023. High-metabolism Infrastructure 
and the Scrap Industry in Urban China. The China 
Quarterly 255: 560-574. 

 Oakes, T. 2023. The National New Area as an Infra-
structure Space: Urbanization and the New Regime 
of Circulation in China. The China Quarterly 255: 575-
590. 

 Harlan, T. 2023. Low-carbon Frontier: Renewable 
Energy and the New Resource Boom in Western Chi-
na. The China Quarterly 255: 591-610.  

 Yeh, E. 2023. The Making of Natural Infrastructure in 
China's Era of Ecological Civilization. The China 
Quarterly 255: 611-627. 

 Byler, D. 2023. The Camp Fix: Infrastructural Power 
and the “Re-education Labour Regime” in Turkic 
Muslim Industrial Parks in North-west China. The 
China Quarterly 255: 628-643. 

 Chen, J. 2023. From Cold War Geopolitics to the Cri-
sis of Global Capitalism: The History of Chinese 
Wireless Network Infrastructures (1987–2020). The 
China Quarterly 255: 644-662. 

 Hirsh, M. 2023. The Transnational Origins of China's 
Aviation Infrastructure. The China Quarterly 255: 663
-678. 
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CGSG Website and Listserv 

CGSG Website 

Check out the newly designed CGSG website (http://cgsg.geo.msu.edu/). Thanks to 

Guo Chen (Michigan State University) and May Yang (Michigan State University) for 

maintaining and updating the website.  

CGSG Mailing List 

Please consider subscribing to the CGSG mailing list: http://listserv.uleth.ca/mailman/
listinfo/cgsg-l. 

AAG Knowledge Communities – China 

Please consider sending call for papers to the AAG knowledge communities: http://
community.aag.org/AAG/Communities/ViewCommunities/GroupDetails/?
CommunityKey=41360cc8-d0dc-4e17-9dd2-df94bc859fd2 
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CGSG Mission 

CGSG is a specialty group of 
the American Association of Geog-
raphers. The mission of CGSG is to 
promote the study of the geogra-
phy of China, including Taiwan, 
and to serve as a clearinghouse of 
information for persons interested 
in Chinese geography. To increase 
contacts with Chinese geographers 
and encourage professional activi-
ties, including the development of 
research projects.  

CGSG Officers 2023-2024 

Chair 

Anthony Howell 
School of Public Affairs 

Arizona State University 
 

Vice Chair 

Ding Fei 
Department of Global Development 

Cornell University 
 

Interim Secretary 

Tyler Harlan 
Department of Urban and Environmental 

Studies 
Loyola Marymount University 

 
Student Representative 

Ruilin Yang 
Department of Geography and Planning 

University of Toronto 
 

Web Master 

May Yang 
Department of Psychology 

University of Michigan 


